
                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

For immediate release 
 

Puget Sound Pilots becomes the first pilotage association  
to achieve Green Marine certification 

Seattle, Washington, June 7, 2019 – Puget Sound Pilots is the first association of marine 
pilots to receive Green Marine environmental certification for their two pilot boats. The 
certification ceremony took place last night during the GreenTech 2019 event, in Cleveland, 
Ohio.  

Last year, Puget Sound Pilots was the first organization of marine pilots to upgrade form a partner 
membership to a participant. They were already partners but wanted to increase their 
environmental efforts by stepping up their Green Marine membership to certify their vessels. 

While partners offer products and services to help the marine industry to lower its environmental 
footprint, participants commit to benchmarking and continually improving their environmental 
performance under the Green Marine certification process.  

“Green Marine’s goal of continuous improvement is fully aligned with ours,” stated Linda Styrk, 
Puget Sound Pilots’ executive director. “We appreciate the structure that Green Marine brings 
to organizations like ours to go through all the criteria and certify our special purpose pilot 
boats.”  

Styrk is thoroughly familiar with the environmental certification program as she previously sat on 
Green Marine’s board of directors in her former role as the managing director of Port of Seattle’s 
seaport. As seaport managing director, Ms. Styrk was the catalyst for Port of Seattle becoming 
the first U.S. port outside the Great Lakes region to attain Green Marine certification. 

David Bolduc, Green Marine’s executive director, is pleased with Puget Sound Pilots’ 
certification. “We’re hoping that others will follow Puget Sound Pilots lead, as the Laurentian 
Pilotage Authority just did”, he said.  

“We’ve already made several changes to our program over the past few years to enable smaller 
vessels to be certified,” Bolduc added. “Puget Sound Pilots’ input, going through their first 
certification process, will allow us to adapt the program so it is more inclusive to a broader scope 
of special purpose vessels.”  



The president of Puget Sound Pilots, Captain Eric vonBrandenfels, wholeheartedly agreed: 
“Pilots safely guide vessels in and out of harbours and waterways using their expert shiphandling 
skills and local knowledge. Our new Green Marine certification enhances our ability to reduce 
environmental impacts  and pursue our efforts towards continual improvement in protecting 
the marine environment.” 

About Puget Sound Pilots 

Established in 1935, Puget Sound Pilots is a non-profit association of independent marine pilots 
that provides marine pilotage services on behalf of Washington state. Their shared mission with 
the state is to ensure against the loss of lives, loss of or damage to property and vessels, and to 
protect the marine environment by maintaining an efficient, competent pilotage service on 
inland waters within the Puget Sound Pilotage District. The pilots’ expertise and commitment to 
excellence have produced an unparalleled safety record of nearly 250,000 sailings over the past 
30 years without a major incident and an unparalleled service record of having pilots available 
to board inbound ships on arrival at the Port Angeles pilot station. 

Green Marine Overview 

Established in 2007, Green Marine is a North American environmental certification program for 
the maritime transportation industry. The program stems from the industry’s voluntary initiative 
to surpass regulatory requirements. There are currently more than 130 companies – ship owners, 
port authorities, terminal operators and shipyard managers – participating in the program 
throughout Canada and the United States. The Green Marine certification process is rigorous 
and transparent: the results are independently verified every two years, and each participant's 
individual results are published annually. The Green Marine program’s unique character derives 
from the support of more than 70 environmental organizations, scientific programs, and 
government agencies. These supporters contribute to shaping and revising the program.  
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